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Thank you for being here.  

Can you hear me at the back? Can you hear me at 
the back when I say that a good artist is like a good 
joke? Because however passionate and serious the 
artist, or hilarious and funny the joke, success for 
both depends on something spontaneous. As in the 
old joke about the secret of great comedy (which 
some of you know...I hope!)...[long pause] "I say, I 
say, I say, what is the secret of GREAT (comedy)?
[Very long pause in the audience……before a man 
near the back says:] “TIMING”. [Some laughter] 

Now we all know why I choose to be the artist rather 
than "artiste". And 

I am here tonight as the artist who has drawn 
contemporary Wimbledon to understand better the 
reality of the neighbourhood, all the while wondering 
how a neighbourhood plan might help our 
community. [PAUSE] The one really important thing to 
draw your attention to first - one which is tough to talk 
about sensibly - is...TIME, hence the joke about 
timing. At that moment TIME crackled, a bit. It 
showed its face. But TIME doesn't have a face and 
talking about TIME is abstract, unrealistic. So I'm not 
going to try to be Einstein but TIME would be my 
theme ideally. Suffice to say: TIME rules us and I 
want it to be all round the edges of the dozen slides 
I'm going to show. I want it to waft like a scent on the 
evening air as I talk about the Complete 
Neighbourhood. I hope you have a good TIME 
looking and listening. 

THE COMPLETE NEIGHBOURHOOD



 

When I draw well, TIME seems to stand still. Instinct 
overrides thought and that is important. The Cycle of 
Poverty was drawn with pure instinct. At the TIME I 
was 17. Pure instinct.  And I'm not talking instinct for 
the challenges of living as a fine artist and THAT likely 
cycle of poverty. (old brushes, poor materials, 
unsteady income). No. I say "drawn with pure instinct" 
because I managed to put down on paper precisely 
what was in my mind. The circle. After I drew it 
unaided, in one swift movement, I thought "That looks 
pretty perfect." Achieved instinctively. Without 
thought. Freehand. In short, the perfect circle (and it 
is - I asked Einstein to check). Drawing that circle 
taught me that whatever you have in mind can be 
transferred to paper. Trust drawing. 

I think the slogan - The Complete Neighbourhood - is 
a perfect circle that Rob and other members of the 
group have drawn instinctively. It is brilliant. With it we 
can achieve the desired outcome.



 

1. Worple Road   
2.   St. George’s Road  

3. Wimbledon Hill Road        
4. Hartfield Road / Wimbledon Bridge   

  
5. Wimbledon Station
6. Morrisons Car Park 
    (P3 Concert Hall Project)

I was most puzzled by the question of building 
heights. How many floors do these buildings have? 
I started in Worple Road, seeing the relationship 
between things on a single page, with the 
Alexandra pub, tiny - in the distance (top left of 
slide). It is also a question of density. I struggled to 
count precisely the number of floors buildings have 
along St. George's Road near Elys and tried to 
imagine the 12 floors they might have in the future 
on the Bridge. I have heard recently that building 
heights are going to be measured in metres in 
future. That sounds good but if necessary, this sort 
of clarification could be made in a neighbourhood 
plan. The drawings feature only what is there. My 
technique is broadly suggestive - I love a good sky 
- with a focus on points of energy - lamposts (great 
verticals) - and detail (shadows in a doorway). It 
takes TIME. By the end of each one I'll be working 
instinctively, with a feeling for the page. Which is 
how I drew the perfect circle, too.



 

How we fill in the perfect circle is going to take TIME. The framework of a 
neighbourhood plan is a much more complicated work of art than a symbolic 
slogan. Instinctive, yes but painted over a long TIME.  Like the artwork on the 
left which was painted with a heightened awareness of TIME and place which 
could also be called "Awakening Consciousness", which is what the subject of 
the portrait, George Trevelyan, spent a lot of TIME lecturing on 50 years ago. 
Then, as now a wave of youth movements emerged. Today's rebels rebel 
through collaboration, not fighting, no doubt because key figures are women. I 
have heard it said that for 70 years the political discourse has been framed with 
left vs right // more government vs more market // social justice vs 
entrepreneurial initiative. In that old world, changing the dominant ideology by 
steering across a horizontal spectrum brings success. But we are faced by the 
uncertainty of phrases like "collapse of the centre".  

This is Cuba, mid-way through the painting and it shows the framework I use to 
navigate my way through TIME. From left to right with a vertical dynamic 
connecting us to the original magical surface of the painting. I first started using 
the top diagonals in the portrait of George to locate his eye carefully. Change-
makers in this new world are bringing about a vertical shift in consciousness 
from heightened awareness of a more closed identity down here [gesture] to the 
broadest possible environmental awareness on a vertical spectrum up here 
[gesture]; closed vs open. Success coming to the neighbourhood in the centre. 
The framework of the neighbourhood plan could embrace these changes too 
and try to provide more certainty. We just have to re-invent the economy and 
politics. During this Forum. You never know.  

The framework I use is TIMELESS. So confident am I that my TIMELESS brand is 
 fashionable, I packed a crate with paintings and flew to Bahrain to exhibit at an 
Art Fair. I hope I never fly again but in finding a market I also learnt that Financial 
Technology - FinTech - provides certainty for collectors. Apparently. All the talk is 
of Artificial Intelligence and Block Chain. It's really new but smells to me like the 
crumbling old economy too. Securing wealth.



 

7. Hartfield Road
8. Hartfield Crescent

 9. The Broadway - Piazza      
10. The Broadway - Holy Trinity spire

11. Wimbledon Hill Road 
12. The Broadway -
      Old Town Hall entrance

Look at the Global HQ for a Casino group on 
Hartfield Road (top left of the slide). "Look" is all I 
could do. One of the many business fortresses in 
our neighbourhood. Don't get me started about 
email portals and anonymous receptions. I 
struggled to find good atmosphere for drawing. The 
pages needed to be fatter. I lost a bit of momentum 
in the series - it was mid-winter - but fortunately the 
same pattern of arcs and diagonals, around a 
vertical-middle, can be used to mask areas of 
drawing later in TIME and the work can continue 
when I return to the same spot. I hope that the 
framework we create for the neighbourhood plan 
can also allow for the preservation of the familiar 
even while the same sections are developed. A 
palimpsest. 



 

Familiarity and Mystery together as a theme, or in a 
stream, I find endlessly fascinating. Here are two 
examples from a big series charting the transition of 
a grand country house from family home to National 
Trust property (left and centre of the slide). 
Wallington in Northumberland. Opposites and 
paradoxes and how they mix is part of the 
challenge of a neighbourhood plan for both the 
residential and business community. To establish 
common ground in a painting I mix opposing 
colours - viridian and violet - with the result being 
an inspiring blue , every TIME. I find it very 
suggestive. The colours of the All England were 
suggestive. For Bahrain I tried a different mix.



 

13. Hartfield Road
14. Wimbledon Hill Rd - 
      Bank Buildings / library

15. Wimbledon Bridge - the railway
16. The Broadway - 
      New Wimbledon Theatre  

17. Alexandra Road - 
      Magistrates’ Court
18. The Broadway

If we are too assertive, compromise is harder. I felt 
the tension between business and resident views 
when discussing the Bank Buildings (bottom left), 
and the idea of a hotel. So I tried to get perspective 
from a distance overlooking the railway, counting 
floors on the rear of St. George's House which took 
some TIME. Then looking across to the theatre from 
the Magistrate's Court (top right), I wonder if you 
agree that the cupola of the New Wimbledon 
Theatre is iconic and a feature of the skyline to be 
treasured? Do you also know that when the Civic 
Hall was demolished, the Council broke its promise 
to re-build a new One at the TIME. A new 
administration instead provided the funds for 
development of the theatre. OK but without a Civic 
Hall, a community finds it harder to come together.



 

How can we trust authority? To remain civilised we 
have to have trust. A skyline like that of Croydon, 
which can be seen from any road going up 
Wimbledon Hill today - not so much twenty years 
ago when I painted the giant plane tree (top left/
bottom right in the slide) - but today from Denmark 
Avenue , the skyline would present tall buildings, 
looming large. Any argument about business 
growth must engage fully with the climate crisis we 
face now. A storm is coming and our belief in the 
benevolence of nature and God is shaken. Our 
sense of community is essential. We have to be 
able to express our fears and dream a bit. 
Remember past generations. I feel particular affinity 
for my great grandmother Mabel Parker. I share her 
way of seeing. That's her first etching in the centre. 
“We All Dream” and “The River Gods’ Collective 
Soul” are the titles for the two paintings top right 
and bottom left. They are in the King’s College 
School collection. We lack a river here in our 
neighbourhood but a far horizon reflects the 
individual and should be allowed for, as the town 
develops over TIME. The river set me up with an 
understanding of the lower diagonals in a 
framework. How people move through space.



 

19. The Broadway
20. The Broadway / Stanley Road

21. Sir Cyril Black Way / Gladstone Road 
22. St George’s Road

23. Wimbledon Bridge / Orinoco Lane  
24. Hartfield Road

Out in the neighbourhood I often noticed that 
people would readily gather in lighter areas of the 
town. Away from really big buildings. If we are 
hemmed in it is hard to get a sense of what the light 
is doing. Only when my eyes reached the tops of 
the building at the Stanley Road junction (bottom 
left) could I sense what TIME it was from the angle 
of the sunlight. Where the building meets the sky is 
a crucial point on the page. Plants need light but 
planting at street level is tricky because of 
subterranean infrastructure and the expense of 
upkeep. This I learnt when I dived into Centre Court 
(bottom right, in the distance). "This is a  community 
shopping centre" said the new manager who is 
aware that it is TIME to engage with the community 
and adapt how Centre Court does business, 
guided by the neighbourhood. The rules of the 
market are changing. I wish we had a local 
newspaper to report this. Several people have 
expressed frustration that there are so many 
disparate groups and voices in Wimbledon. What 
can be done? Social media is not the whole answer. 
The act of transferring thoughts and ideas to paper 
allows TIME for better understanding. Better 
awareness of feelings. 



 

Certain things are hard to measure. They are, in 
fact, uncertain but they have great value. Not 
knowing what will happen makes something an 
experience. I hear that "the experience" is important 
for successful retail businesses. I too want real 
feeling. The element of TIME. Something more 
natural and dynamic, looking across to Elys, bottom 
left. I have never liked grids and squares for scaling 
up sketches to bigger canvases. They lack beauty. 
  But We value what we measure. Our focus is 
drawn to data. And now is the TIME for the 
environment to be measured,. The ONS calls it 
"natural capital". Green spaces are being valued. 
William Nordhaus won last year's Nobel prize in 
economics for "integrating climate-change into 
long-run macro-economics analysis". Clean Air is 
becoming a legal issue too. Watch out traffic. We 
know all this and have the chance to create our 
own framework in order to shift reality as a 
community. Feel free to get involved. Speak up. The 
text reads "London Borough of Merton is vendor of 
the site and wants to get most value from site 
(obliged to by law)". Britain has a complex 
constitution with many sources of law. It is essential 
to find out everything you can about the law you are 
trying to change... 



25. Hartfield Road
26. The Broadway - Piazza

27. Broadway Court
28. The Broadway / Trinity Road

29. The Broadway - YMCA palm trees
30. Seaplane Hangar over towards 
      Dundonald Road / the railway 
      to the south west

100 years ago, the test pilot, sitting in his cockpit 
with Churchill, at the bottom of the big picture in the 
previous slide, flew through Tower Bridge on his 
way up the Thames. There is his little seaplane. His 
passenger was a government minister who had 
been urgently recalled to parliament to vote in late 
April 1919. They had been inspecting seaplanes in 
a shed near Rochester, identical to the one by the 
railway tracks in our neighbourhood. My final 
drawing of the series (bottom right of the slide). The 
building on the other side of the railway, between 
the trees, was a light bulb factory, Bell’s Electric 
lamps, which closed and moved to the Philippines 
and a residential care home was built, raising 
questions in my mind about how our community 
cares for itself in old age. No answer. But one thing 
the light bulb factory had, that I miss, is a chime at 
the beginning and end of the day. TIME stood still 
when I heard it. If the neighbourhood had a bell-
tower I'd be happy. I think. Thank you." 



To join the Wimbledon Town Neighbourhood Plan 
group, simply fill in the form at  

www.surveymonkey.com/r/completeneighbourhood

"The Complete Neighbourhood" is the slogan that the neighbourhood plan working group - the 
proposed Wimbledon Town Neighbourhood Forum -   is presenting as our aim: To make 
Wimbledon a flagship of sustainable, environmentally-friendly, healthy and economically 
prosperous urban living. Everyone in the community can participate in the creation of the 
neighbourhood plan. Businesses and residents will need to understand each other for it to be 
successfully adopted and at the moment it is only at the proposal stage with a lot of consultation 
fatigue around for other reasons. Support from the community is essential for "The Complete 
Neighbourhood" to have real influence in the planning process. People in the audience may be 
sceptical, but the creation of a framework to guide all the different changes that we face as a 
community - Cross Rail, the Climate, Centre Court's survival as a community shopping centre, 
pressure from businesses to expand offices, clean air, the concert hall project - a framework could 
be very positive and influence how the Council's Masterplan evolves. It would become part of 
Merton's Local Plan. For the group to gain approval the membership must reflect the area’s 
demographic. This is the most immediate challenge; to understand the town’s demographic 
better.  

The group’s data controller is called Wimbledon Town Centre Forum and can be contacted by 
email: wimbledonforum@gmail.com  
Other enquiries to Jonathan Parker email: jonathan@theartistjonathanparker.com 
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